ANTI DOPING POLICY

1. GENERAL PRINCIPLES

1.1 The policy of Goalball UK is to promote Goalball as a drug free sport. Doping in sport is cheating. It is fundamentally contrary to the spirit of sport, endangers the health of athletes and of those who emulate and aspire to become athletes and undermines the otherwise positive impact of sport in society. 

1.2 The company is committed to educating and informing all athletes, coaches and support personnel about the dangers of drugs and ensuring a sport that is free from the misuse of drugs.

1.3 Goalball is committed to the following:-

1.3.1 To uphold and preserve the ethics of sport

1.3.2 To safeguard the physical health and mental integrity of the athletes

1.3.3 To ensure that all athletes have an opportunity to compete equally
1.3.4 It is a requirement of participation in the sport that all athletes, support personnel and other persons under the jurisdiction of Goalball UK comply with the Anti doping rules set out below. 
1.4 Anti Doping Procedures

1.4.1 The term anti doping has become the standard term of reference for the management of the potential threat of Performance Enhancing Substances within sport. 

1.4.2 Goalball UK’s rules and regulations on anti doping comply with the World Anti Doping Association and UK Sport model rules.

2. UK NATIONAL ANTI DOPING POLICY

2.1 Goalball UK shall respect and promote the principles of the UK National Anti Doping Policy including recognising UK Anti Doping as the National Anti Doping Organisation for the UK and fully supporting the efforts of UK Anti Doping in the fight against doping in sport.

2.2 The full UK Anti Doping Rules are available on the UK Anti Doping (UKAD) website: www.ukad.org.uk/documents/uk-anti-doping-rules/
3. ANTI DOPING RULES

The Anti Doping Rules of Goalball UK are the UK Anti Doping Rules published by UK Anti Doping (UKAD), as amended from time to time.  Please visit the UK Anti Doping website www.ukad.org.uk for further information regarding Anti Doping Procedures.

4. RULES

4.1 All players and support personnel agree to abide by these anti doping rules.

4.2 Medication

4.2.1 Whenever you take any medication it is your responsibility to check that it doesn’t contain any banned substances on the Prohibited List.

4.2.2 If you are competing in national or international competitions you should explain to your GP that you could possibly be drug tested and therefore you need to check all medications against the Prohibited List using the Drug Information Database on the UK Sport website: www.uksport.gov.uk
4.3 Therapeutic Use Exemptions

4.3.1 You may have no choice but to take medication that does contain a banned substance. If this is the case and you are competing at a high level, it is imperative that you apply for a Therapeutic Use Exemptions (TUE’s) straight away (in case you are drug tested at any stage). This is available from UK Anti Doping. 

4.3.2 Your TUE will be sent to UK Sport for approval. Once UK Sport approve your application they will send you notification (usually within 15 days of receipt) It is very important that you keep a copy of your application and the notification from UK Sport in a safe place and take it with you to squad training and any competitions where you may be drug tested as proof that you have a TUE.

4.4 Testing

In testing its athletes, Goalball UK is committed to handling the management of results in a confidential and accountable manner and carrying out disciplinary procedures where appropriate, using a fair and independent process as laid down by UK Anti Doping, it’s appointed National anti doping agency for the collection of samples. The disciplinary procedure for a contravention of these rules is published in full in the UK Anti Doping Rules.

5. PERFORMANCE ADVISORY COMMITTEE

5.1 Goalball UK’s Performance Advisory Committee is responsible to the Board for the management of this policy and for reviewing and recommending any revisions to it. It is also responsible for related education programmes and agreement of a Doping Control Programme with UK Anti Doping.

5.2 The Performance Advisory Committee is also responsible for notifying UK Anti Doping of any known infringements of these rules by athletes or support personnel who may be tested outside the UK. 

5.3 The Performance Director for Goalball will act as its Anti Doping Officer, in charge of the organisation’s anti doping functions and responsible for ensuring that it satisfies the requirements of this policy, including liaising with UK Anti Doping as required. 
6. EDUCATION

Goalball UK will take all practicable steps to educate its athletes and athlete support personnel on ethical values in sport so that they are familiar with the principles of this policy and the provisions of the Anti Doping Rules and in particular their own respective individual rights and responsibilities.

