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CODE OF CONDUCT FOR PARITICIAPNTS IN GOALBALL UK EVENTS
As a registered member of Goalball UK and when taking part in Goalball UK events these are the minimum standards of behaviour that is expected of you. 

These are as follows;

· All participants should be punctual at all events and helpful in the preparation for tournaments, and in dismantling the equipment at the end of the day.

· Every participant should accept that everyone may play Goalball, no matter what religion, race, sex, sexual orientation or political view they hold.

· The field of play should be a calm environment that encourages the correct conduct of the game.

· Participants should not be under the influence of alcohol or recreational drugs during any event. 
· Participants should be respectful of all officials, players, and coaches. This means that participants should not comment about them during competitions or on any public forums, neither should they make any public comments to any media.

· It is generally considered unsportsmanlike to cheer another teams’ misfortune.

· All parents, partners, friends and family of club members within the field of play are part of your club. They should not be questioning the officials, or, giving advice to players during a game.
Also, the following conduct and standards apply for Coaches and Players whilst undertaking in Goalball UK Events. These are as follows; 

· All coaches and players are reminded that the officials are there to control the game and keep the rules.

· If a team has a query with a rule, then the head coach of the team may politely request an explanation from the referee.
· The head coach can protest a result by signing the ‘Game Information Sheet’ at the end of the game and indicating they are planning to protest. If they leave the field of play before doing this then their protest is invalid.

· If you want to query about a rule, then you should consult the referee of that game.

· At the end of the game, it is expected that all players and coaches will shake hands with one another. This is also expected to take place with the officials upon completion of the game. 

· We do expect that coaches will be honest if the opposing team scores and they are in a good position to see the ball go over the goal line.

Likewise, the following conduct and standards apply for Officials whilst undertaking in Goalball UK Events. These are as follows; 

· Officials should remain unbiased and carry out their duties to the best of their abilities in a calm and professional manner.
· They need to be patient with both the players and the coaches both of whom can get agitated in their effort to win the game.  In no way does this mean that they should accept poor sportsmanship from anyone.
· They should always aim to remain professional whilst in control of the game and during the event.

· They should accept that they can always improve and be prepared to learn and discuss with other officials where appropriate. And in a game bear in mind that some rules are down to interpretation and there is always the option of calling and ‘official time-out – clarification’ and consulting the other referee.
· When returning the ball to a goal judge during the game remember to throw the ball so that it bounces in front of them so if they are VI they are not hit by the ball. 

· Be clear, concise, courteous, confident and above all calm. 

Remember:

you are responsible for safety on the court,

you are not infallible,

you can only do your best, and

you are there to do a job.

I (INSERT NAME) have discussed with the members of (INSERT CLUB NAME) the above Code of Conduct and can confirm that everyone has agreed to abide by this during the 2019/ 2020 season. 
Signed ……………………………              Name………………………..

Dated …………………………

