

Goalball UK Competition Committee – Minutes
Wednesday 11th February 2026, 6.30pm (Conference Call)
In Attendance: Dan Webster (DW), Alex Bunney (AB), Dyfrig Lewis-Smith (DLS), Sarah Leiter (SL) Warren Wilson (WW), Dina Murdie (DM), Emma Henwood (EH).

1. Welcome & Apologies (DLS)
DLS opened the meeting at: 18.35
Apologies: None
2. Issues requiring CC discussion and action
2.1 Intermediate South – Team Entry Issue.
The committee discussed a persistent entry issue throughout the Intermediate South season impacting Matchday 2 and 3. The Committee will communicate their decision to the teams within the league before Matchday 3.

2.2 Intermediate North Entry Issue.
The committee discussed a persistent entry issue during the Intermediate North Season. The committee will communicate their decision to the relevant team and how it may impact their entry to the Intermediate Trophy and the 2026-27 season. 

2.3 Behaviour incidents at Super League 2.
The committee discussed further developments regarding behavioural incidents at Super League, Weekend 2. The matter is ongoing and aims to be resolved ahead of Super League, Weekend 3.

2.4 Intermediate North 2 – Penalty Concern 
The committee discussed actions taken following the investigation to resolve the issue for the team and officials involved. Communication has been made with all parties informing them the matter is now closed. 

3. Competition Framework Development 
3.1 2025-26 Planning Update
DW provided a planning update on the Goalfix Cup, Goalball UK has confirmed a Venue and a date for the competition and communicated with all teams. AB confirmed the 2026 Goalfix Cup will be open to international team entries. 

3.2 Teams Call 04.02.2026 Feedback
WW & SL provided feedback from the most recent Teams call. Key topics included: 

· How officials clarify their decisions with teams / in the hall 
· Improving Player of the Day presentations 
· Patching across all levels 
· Specific Eyeshades in Goalball UK competitions 
· Scheduling of fixtures at all levels 
· The use of 10-0 forfeit result and its impact on league standings 

The committee will communicate any changes to rules and procedures if and when there are changes. 

3.3 IBSA Rules
AB outlined his understanding that there will no new rule changes until at least the 2028 season. This is a change in approach from IBSA following their consultation in December 2025 and at present there has been no formal confirmation either way from IBSA Goalball. 

3.4 2026-27 Season Planning
DW confirmed venues have been contacted for availability information. Consistent challenges remain around securing available, suitable, and affordable venues, especially those with two separate halls. March / April is being targeted for the release of version1 of the 2026-27 calendar. 

3.5 Mandatory beaked eyeshades in GUK Comps: IBSA Rule 6.5
Following a number of discussions with teams, AB opened a discussion about the potential implementation of beaked eyeshades being the only shades permitted at Goalball UK competitions. The committee will undertake further consultation and equipment research before making a decision on the implementation in Goalball UK competitions. 

4. Updates 
4.1 Committee Membership
AB confirmed Sammie Korosi has stepped down from the committee with immediate effect. AB confirmed advertisement and recruitment for the players representative is ongoing. 
 
5. AOB 
5.1 DLS opened discussion around visibility of substitution gestures and the volume of substitution calls from the bench. The committee confirmed sub paddles will be re-introduced for teams to use with immediate effect, however there will be no specific rule changes, and the process remains as outlined by the IBSA rules. 

6. Date of next meeting
DW confirmed the next meeting will be on Wednesday 29th April at 7pm
Document Ends. 
