

Goalball UK Competition Committee – Minutes 
Wednesday 29th April 2026, 6.30pm (Conference Call)

In Attendance: Dan Webster (DW), Alex Bunney (AB), Dyfrig Lewis-Smith (DLS), Sarah Leiter (SL) Warren Wilson (WW), Dina Murdie (DM), Emma Henwood (EH)

1. Welcome & Apologies 
DLS opened the meeting at: 18:50
Apologies: None

2. Issues requiring CC discussion and action
2.1 Regional Entries 
The committee discussed the oversubscription of the recent Region A in Sheffield (10 teams) and the fact 2 second teams weren’t able to enter. 
The committee also discussed concerns raised by a club regarding the future development of Regional goalball.  
The committee agreed to create an action plan and communication with clubs to share the current position of the competition framework, the work Goalball UK is doing to support growth of the workforce, and how Goalball UK can support clubs to deliver their own events to increase playing opportunities in their region. 
There is a requirement to create a ruling regarding oversubscription of tournaments from individual club entries. 

2.2 2026-27 League Entry Clash 
The committee discussed a potential European date clash impacting a team’s league entry for the 2026-27 season. The committee will seek further advice internally with Goalball UK staff before communicating a position to the relevant club. 

3. Competition Framework Development 
3.1 2026-27 Season Planning 
DW informed the committee the calendar has been communicated to all teams, officials and anyone affiliated with Goalball UK. The calendar considered the following:
· Term dates
· Travel days
· Venue Availability and Suitability 
· Location and Transport
· Budget 

Version 2 of the calendar will be shared in due course with updates provided throughout the season.

3.2 Mandatory beaked eyeshades in Goalball UK Competitions: IBSA Rule 6.5
The committee discussed further the implementation of the Beaked Eyeshades, discussion led to implementing a timescale of implementation and communication with teams. To support AB will also approach suppliers to see if Goalball UK can access a discount code for those players requiring to purchase new eyeshades. and discount with suppliers.

3.3 Forfeit Results: 10-nils
Following feedback from teams, the committee discussed the impact of a 10-nil forfeit results on league format competitions and what we can potentially do differently. DW & AB to do analysis of league results in 2025-26 season to potentially create an alternative forfeit score. Following the analysis teams will be consulted.  

4. Updates 
4.1 Committee Membership
AB confirmed there had been no applicants for the Player Representative role. The committee discussed additional ways the role can be recruited for including forming part of the action plan referenced in item 2.1.  
 
5. AOB
EH informed the committee of discussions held at the Equality, Diversity, and Inclusion sub group around players feeling welcome at competitions and potential improvements in the way officials and volunteers are engaging with players.
The committee agreed that there will be a standing Equality, Diversity, and Inclusion agenda item moving forward. 
DLS informed the committee of conversations in the goalball community about the temperature in venues, focussing on the venues with two halls, one hall being adequate and the other being less than comfortable temperature wise. DW acknowledged the issue from a recent competition and outlined the venue won’t be used again for a 2 hall event. The issue further highlights the challenges with finding suitable, affordable, and accessible 2 hall venues for Goalball UK competitions. 

6. Date of next meeting (DW)
The committee will meet again at 7pm on 24th June

Document Ends. 
