

Goalball UK Competition Committee – Minutes
Wednesday 29th July 2026, 7pm (Conference Call)

1. Welcome & Apologies 
In attendance: Dyfrig Lewis-Smith (DLS), Alex Bunney (AB), Dan Webster (DW), Sarah Leiter (SL), Dina Murdie (DM), Emma Henwood (EH), Warren Wilson (WW).
DLS opened the meeting at 7pm

2. Issues requiring CC discussion and action 
2.1 Intermediate Trophy Incident - Update
An update was provided on the current progress of the agreed actions in relation to the incident at the Intermediate trophy last season.

2.2 Medical Issue - Update
An update was provided on the provision and adaptions put in place to allow a player to participate in a recent competition. The provision will now be reviewed with the club and player ahead of the upcoming season. 
 
3. Competition Framework Development 
3.1 2026-27 Season Planning 
An update was given on the Competition calendar, strong progress has been made, focus remains on confirming the outstanding dates and venues. The deadline has now passed for the Intermediate and Super League entries. Teams will be notified of their entries along with all relevant competition documents. Regional entries will open mid-August.

3.2 Club Engagement Plan
The committee discussed the plans to engage clubs regarding the delivery of additional competitions to support increased playing opportunities outside of Goalball UK delivery. The committee discussed the general approach, timelines, and the support available from Goalball UK.
 
3.3 Mandatory beaked eyeshades in Goalball UK Comps
AB confirmed an offer with Goalfix Sports had been secured to support the implementation of a new rule mandating ‘beak style’ eyeshades will be required at Super League in the 2026-27 season and at all levels from 2027-28. The new rule including details of the offer will be communicated to clubs ahead of the new season.

3.4 Forfeit Results / 10-nils - Team Feedback
The committee discussed the impact of the forfeit result and reviewed the feedback from clubs on the issue. Based on the level of feedback the committee decided to not make any changes to the current rules and agreed to keep the matter under review.  

3.5 Oversubscribed entries in Goalball UK Tournaments 
The committee discussed and agreed new wording of the rules for where a tournament may be oversubscribed. The new wording will be issued in the 2026-27 rules ahead of the new season. 

4. Equality, Diversity, Inclusion (EDI)
EH updated the committee on how the EDI group's membership is still forming with Dan Webster recently joining the group. EH outlined that this is a positive connection in terms of creating change within the competition framework to improve Equality, Diversity, Inclusion.

5. Updates 
5.1 Rules Input / Sign Off
AB confirmed the 2026-27 rules will be circulated to the committee for final approval; on approval they will be sent to teams in August ahead of the new season.

6. AOB (ALL)
None

7. Date of next meeting
Wednesday 30th September at 7pm

Document Ends. 
